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PROJECT 
B A C K G R O U N D :

I t  i s  wel l  documented that  VE groups in  Pak istan use div is ive  narrat ives  in  order  to  gain  suppor t .  Narrat ives  

of ten exploit ,  or  even create,  a  sense of  v ic t im-hood among populat ion groups including youth,  of ten a long 

ethnic,  l inguist ic ,  sec tar ian and even socia l  l ines.  Youth radical izat ion in  Pak istan has  become a  per vas ive  

concern for  a l l  levels  of  societ y.  The lack  of  oppor tunit ies  for  youth of  one background to  interac t  with  those 

f rom other  backgrounds perpetuates  stereot ypes  and creates  an environment  for  Violent  Ex tremist  Organi-

zat ions  ( VEOs)  to  prey upon div is ive  ethnic  or  sec tar ian narrat ives.  Students  f rom rel igious  educat ional  

inst i tutes  and univers i t ies,  rare ly  interac t ,  leading them to l ive  with distor ted assumptions  about  the ‘other.’ 

Research indicates,  “ host i l i t y  bet ween groups is  perpetuated by unfamil iar i t y  and that  inter- group contac t  

can chal lenge negat ive  stereot ypes  and generate  more posit ive  inter- group att i tudes  and re lat ionships.”  As  

a  result ,  these indiv iduals  are  less  suscept ible  to  these div is ive  narrat ives  and to  the in�uence of  VE groups.  

A  2018 study by Pak I nst i tute  for  Peace Studies  (P IPS)  on think ing pattern of  seminar y  students,  found that  

students  of  seminar ies  show l i t t le  interest  in  cr i t ica l  th ink ing subjec ts  l ike  logic,  phi losophy,  and jur ispru-

dence,  which are  par t  of  their  curr iculum.  Students  tend to  appreciate  a  s ingle,  precise  answer  to  a  quer y,  

at  the cost  of  more nuanced obser vat ions.   I nterest ingly,  a  s imi lar  tendenc y is  obser ved in  univers i t y  

students,  especia l ly  those of  appl ied sc iences.  This  exac tness  is  t raced to  radical iz ing thoughts  of  not  only  

seminar y  students  but  a lso  univers i t y  students.  Apparent ly,  these students  rarely  interac t  with  each other,  

thereby denying them the oppor tunit y  to  l i s ten to  other  v iews.  Hence,  at  least  one source of  bui ld ing 

nuance in  their  th ink ing is  c losed.  Subsequent  research by PIPS shows that  seminar ies  inst i l l  sec tar ian wor l -

dview among students,  in  par t  because they are  supposed to  register  with  one of  the several  sec tar ian 

boards.  Their  less  interac t ion was  responsible  for  their  stereot ypes  about  each other.  Youth Development  

Foundat ion ( YDF)  engaged over  600 youth f rom diverse  backgrounds (Univers i t y,  M adrassah,  and communi-

t y)  in  divers i t y  camps and then suppor ted them in  implementing Socia l  Ac t ion Projec ts  (SAPs) ,  promoting 

acceptance and tolerance and Posit ive  youth engagement.  YDF has  worked with MNSUAM (Muhammad 

Nawaz Shar i f  Univers i t y  of  Agr iculture  Multan) ,  Univers i t y  of  Educat ion and Bahauddin Zak r iya  Univers i t y  

Multan.  For  the suppor t  of  re l igious  seminar ies,  YDF s igned MOU with more than 10 Rel igious  Educat ional  

I nst i tutes  (Madrassahs)  out  of  which 2  were Female  inst i tutes.  

YDF organized 17 divers i t y  camps at  Lahore and Murree where each camp was of  3  days.  For  ensur ing 

female  par t ic ipat ion f rom female  re l igious  educat ional  inst i tute,  keeping their  re l igious/ethnic  values  YDF 

organized 4  a l l - female  divers i t y  camp where par t ic ipants,  t ra iner,  management  team al l  were female.  Af ter  

d ivers i t y  camps,  the par t ic ipants  executed their  Socia l  Ac t ion Projec ts  in  their  local  communit y  forming 

groups among madrassah and univers i t y  students  foster ing their  communicat ion and acceptance towards  

each other.  M any M adrassah youth invited univers i t y  students  to  spend t ime at  their  seminar y  and v ice  a  

versa .  The Socia l  ac t ion projec ts  fur ther  ampl i�ed the message of  peace and harmony but  a lso  empowered 

youth to  take lead and prac t ice  their  leadership qual i t ies.  M ore than 130 socia l  Ac t ion projec ts  were 

organized by these youth at  Madrassahs,  Univers i t ies  and Univers i t ies.

CMM THINC Matr ix ,  USAID documented in  Punjab Clusters  Draf t  Document  –  

A former  chairperson of  Counci l  of  I s lamic  Ideology,  Dr.  K hal id  Masud,  in  a  workshop of  P IPS,  termed this  

phenomenon as  “exac tness” of  k nowledge,  the tendenc y of  seek ing one speci�c  answer,  without  any condit ions.  
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The overal l  objec t ives  in  i ts  implementat ion areas  could be stated as  

To increase acceptance of  d iverse  backgrounds in  targeted communit ies  

Enhance tolerance within  and across  communit ies  

Based on the ac t iv i t ies  devised to  atta in  the maximum proximate of  the objec t ives,  the projec t ’s  success-

ful  outcomes have been:

I ncreased interac t ion among students  and teachers  of  d iverse  backgrounds  

Enhanced leadership sk i l l  among youth of  d iverse  backgrounds

I ncreased number  of  in i t iat ives  f rom youth of  d iverse  backgrounds

I ncreased interac t ion among youth of  d iverse  fa i ths.

PROJECT 
O B J E C T I V E :

OUTCOMES 
O F  T H E  P R O J E C T:  

PROJECT 
A C T I V I T I E S :  

YD f  organized 17 organized res ident ia l  d ivers i t y  camps promoting acceptance,  with  30 students  and 2  

teachers  in  each camp in  Lahore & Murree.

Out  of  17 divers i t y  camps,  4  a l l - female  divers i t y  camps were organized to  ensure female  par t ic ipat ion.

A t ra ining module  on peace bui lding,  con�ic t  mit igat ion,  team bui lding,  communicat ion sk i l l s ,  ro le  of  

d ia logue and socia l  ac t ion plan was  instruc ted dur ing 3  days  res ident ia l  camps compris ing of  mult iple  

group ac t iv i t ies  ensur ing maximum par t ic ipat ion.  

130 socia l  ac t ion projec ts  were organized at  communit y,  madrassah and univers i t ies  out  of  which 30 SAPs 

were facult y  led that  a l l  tota l ly  engaged more than 10,000 masses  on ground.

The projec t  was  concluded with Youth Tolerance summit ,  organized at  P ILAC Auditor ium Lahore,  

attended by youth,  women,  re l igious  leaders,  academia and dignitar ies.  The Summit  was  chaired by the 

then M inister  of  Human R ights  and M inor i t ies  A�airs  M r.  E jaz  Alam August ine who also awarded excel -

lence shie lds  to  youth ac t iv ists  among divers i t y  camps and SAPs who outshined dur ing projec t .  The 

summit  was  a lso  widely  attended by M edia  and accla imed accolades  across  c iv i l  societ y.  

For  susta inabi l i t y,  YDF organized several  meet ings  of  univers i t y  management/academia with academia or  

Rel igious  educat ional  inst i tutes/Madrassahs.  Due to  this  cont inuous engagement,  facult y  of  MNSUAM 

(MNS Univers i t y  of  Agr iculture  Multan)  invited many Madrassah stundents  especia l ly  females  to  jo in  

shor t  summer courses  without  any fee.  



PROJECT 
B E N E F I C I A R I E S
Coming Together,  the projec t  d i rec t ly  engaged more than 600 youth f rom diverse  fa i ths/socio/educat ional  

backgrounds.  More than 40 facult y  members  f rom univers i t ies  and madrasah,  attended the divers i t y  camps.  

Through Socia l  Ac t ion Plans,  the projec t  reached to  more than 1300 communit y  members.  For  the conclu-

s ion,  more than 200 people  including dignitar ies  f rom Government  of  Punjab,  Madrasah,  Univers i t ies,  and 

c iv i l  societ y  attended were reached.  
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Youth Development Foundation (YDF) is a not-for-profit and non-govern-

mental youth-led organization working on interfaith harmony, social 

inclusion, local government, preventing and countering violent extre-

mism (CVE) since 2010. YDF brings together youth from diverse cultural, 

religious and geographical backgrounds to prevent and counter growing 

trends of extremism through innovative ideas that lead to demonstrable 

solutions. As a result, YDF has been able to bring positive cultural changes 

in three Pakistani provinces by directly engaging more than 12,000 young 

people in the last 12 years. Due to its contribution to positive social change 

in Pakistan, YDF had the opportunity to present youth contributions in 

conflict mitigation at UN Minority Forum 2013, Geneva, UNAOC Global 

Forum 2016, Baku, and NEXUS 2016 York. In addition, YDF has had the privi-

lege to work with USAID, European Union (EU), UKAID, USIP, UN agencies, 

World Faith, and the Swiss Mission Office and Government of Punjab and 

Sindh. YDF works with multi-stakeholders, including District, Provincial 

and Federal governments, to promote youth-oriented policies and strate-

gies that celebrate cultural, linguistic, ethnic, and religious diversity.
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